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The prestigious Wildscreen Festival first took plac e in Bristol in 1982.  The Festival still holds tru e to its founding 
aim to celebrate and promote excellence within the wildlife media industry, thereby increasing the glo bal public’s 
awareness and understanding of the natural world an d the urgent need to conserve it.  
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This year, as ever, we had a great line up of speakers, sessions, film 
screenings, workshops and networking events.  Highlights included the 
gargantuan Too Little, Too Late? event, which brought together Sir 
David Attenborough, Dr James Lovelock, John Hanke (Google Earth) 
and HRH Prince Carlos of the Netherlands.  These four great minds 
discussed at length the most pressing environmental issues that the 
world now faces. 
 
The Festival programme housed over 70 separate events  including 
the brand new strand, An Audience With… which was an opportunity 
each day for the audience to hear from the industry’s top 
commissioning editors from around the world. 
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With 27 workshop sessions offering 
more than 300 training places, 
delegates were able to learn more on 
a huge variety of topics, including 
filming underwater, filming in HD, 
sound, scriptwriting and presenting. 
 
These training opportunities are unique to Wildscreen; no other 
environmental film festival offers this variety of practical learning 
experience.   
 

“Best class ever. Very informative and covered a lot.”  
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The 2008 Panda Awards were presented by Joanna Lumley and 
Steve Leonard and recognised and rewarded the best natural 
history films made over the past two years.  The prestigious 
Christopher Parsons Lifetime Achievement Award went to Masaru 
Ikeo, formerly of NHK – a pioneer in developing international co-
productions as well as HD technologies. 
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This year Wildscreen was able to offer a series of free events for 
the public.  Thanks to new sponsor, Wessex Water, more than 50 
films were screened during evenings and weekends at the 
Watershed. 
 
Members of the public also joined delegates for the prestigious 
keynote Sir Peter Scott Debate, which discussed the complex 
issues that surround conserving human livelihoods and biological 
diversity.   The debate was chaired by Cristián Samper [USA], 
Director of the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History 
and included inputs from Valmik Thapar [India], renowned tiger 
conservationist, Will Travers [UK], Born Free Foundation, Mary 
Mavanza [Tanzania], Jane Goodall Institute and Prof Bill Adams 
[UK], Cambridge University. 
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Special film screenings were also shown in local schools, with the 
filmmaker present to talk to the young people. 
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Wildscreen has a strong commitment to supporting filmmakers 
from developing countries.  Between the 2006 Wildscreen Festival 
and Wildscreen 2008 we held outreach screening events in both 
China and India to share best practice and reach, engage and 
inspire new audiences.  Thanks to funding from the British Council, 
Wildscreen is now planning further events in Mexico, India and 
Africa before the next Wildscreen Festival in Bristol in 2010. 
 
The session on Filmmakers From Developing Countries was very 
well attended and showed films from India and Iran.   
 
“At Wildscreen’s India event in 2007 I attended as an onlooker and 
then used the experience to work on my film.  That film was then 
nominated by Wildscreen for an award in Bristol!”  
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Irani Wildlife was the first Iranian 
film ever to win at the Wildscreen 
Festival.  Mani Mirsadeghi collected 
the Award. 
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As well as all the fantastic events that take place during the week, of 
course the Festival for many people is a place to conduct business.  
Films and commissions are negotiated, bought and sold.  

Over 86% of delegates surveyed indicated that the Festival provided 
an opportunity to make contacts and do business.  54% of delegates 
surveyed confirmed that they had secured or were in negotiation for 
new projects. 

The Trade Show is a popular and invaluable part of the Wildscreen 
experience, offering a showcase for the latest technology. This year’s 
exhibitors included: Panasonic, On Sight, Aerial Camera Systems, 
Visual Impact, Lake Image Systems, Polecam, Panalux Bristol (for 
Panavision Europe), Quad Logic Systems, Big Squid, ARKive, Earth-
Touch, Films at 59 (supported by Top Tex), WildFilmHistory and  
Arri GB. 

A wide range of new film and HD cameras were on display including 
two new Panasonic P2 Varicam camcorders (launched at Wildscreen) 
the Arri Super 16mm 416 and the recent Arri D21 HD camera. 
 
This year Wildscreen also introduced a range of new sessions 
featuring the industry’s top commissioning editors, with  
representatives from National Geographic, Five, UKTV, ABC, 
Nature/WNET, Animal Planet and the BBC. Feedback in previous 
years suggested that delegates wanted more formal opportunities 
during the week to hear from and pitch to commissioning editors.  We 
therefore introduced two new daily sessions: An Audience With… and 
Speedpitching. The first gave the opportunity for commissioners to 
reveal what kinds of programmes they are looking for, whilst the latter 
allowed a brief one-to-one.     

 

Wildscreen has been based in Bristol for over 25 years and is proud to 
attract so many local, national and international delegates to the city.  
The organisation employs many local contractors to deliver the Festival 
and contributes about £1 million to the economy. 

 

If you would like to view content from this year’s Wildscreen Festival 
please visit www.youtube.com/wildscreenfestival where many of the 
main sessions, as well as finalist and winners film clips will be 
uploaded. 

 

Contact: +44 (0)117 328 5950 | info@wildscreen.org. uk 
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“We from NDR Naturfilm say ‘thank you’  
for the interesting and stimulating days at 
Wildscreen Festival! You did a great job, 
everything was so well organized and prepared,  
so that all of our team felt very welcome and 
homelike in Bristol.” 
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BBC Newcomer Award  - The White Wood - Filmmaker: Lou Astbury (UK)                            
 

Campaign Award  - Rethink the Shark - Save Our Seas Foundation (Switzerland) 
Co-produced with Saatchi & Saatchi  
 

UWE Children’s Choice Award  - Bama’s Journey – Nicky Lankester, Commissioned by Al Jazeera International                            
 

Presenter-led Award  - Adventure Yukon: The Long Journey - Studio Hamburg Produktion  
GmbH/NDR Naturfilm (Germany) Co-produced with Parthenon Entertainment and ORF Presenter: Andreas Kieling 
 

Five Award For Popular Broadcast Programme  - Meerkat Manor: Journey’s End –  
Southern Star International (Australia) An Oxford Scientific Films production for Animal Planet International 
 

Earth Science Award  - Earth: The Power of the Planet – Atmosphere - BBC (UK) Co-produced with  
National Geographic US, ZDF & BBC Worldwide   
 

News Award  - China’s Killer Zoos - Sky News (UK)                                                                                              
 

ARKive New Media Award  - Earth-Touch weekly podcast - Earth-Touch (South Africa) 
 

Parthenon Entertainment Award For Innovation  - Smalltalk Diaries: Predators - Ammonite Ltd (UK)  
Co-produced with the BBC in association with Off the Fence and Big Squid New Media 
 

Wildscreen’s Award To Promote Filmmakers From Devel oping Countries  - Irani Wildlife - Seyed Mani Mirsadeghi (Iran)  
 

Granada Award for Animal Behaviour  - Eye of the Leopard - Wildlife Films (Botswana)                    
 

Natural History Museum Environment  Award  - Battle to Save the Tiger - Mike Birkhead Associates (UK)  
Commissioned by BBC Natural History Unit      
 

Animal Planet International People and Animals Awar d - Saving Luna - Mountainside Films Ltd (Canada) Commissioned by CBC 
 

Christopher Parsons Award For Outstanding  Achievement -  Masaru Ikeo – Executive Officer, Business Development 
Media International Corporation (Formerly of NHK, Japan) 
 

Best Editing Award  - Expedition Guyana (Programme 1) - BBC Natural History Unit (UK) 
Co-produced with BBC Worldwide & Discovery Editor: Peter Brownlee 
 

Films At 59 Award for Best Sound  - Galapagos: Born of Fire - BBC Natural History Unit (UK) Co-produced with BBC Worldwide  
& National Geographic US - Sound: Kate Hopkins, Chris Watson, Jane Hancock, Joe Stevens 
 

Best Script Award  - Saving Luna - Mountainside Films Ltd (Canada) Commissioned by CBC Scriptwriter: Michael Parfit         
 

Best Music Award  - Christmas in Yellowstone - Thirteen/WNET New York (USA) Music: Lenny Williams 
 

Best Series Award  - Smalltalk Diaries - Ammonite Ltd (UK) Co-produced with the BBC in association with Off the Fence and Big Squid New Media 
 

Panasonic Award for Cinematography  Earth Pilgrim - AGB Films Ltd (UK) Co-produced with BBC Natural History Unit & BBC Worldwide 
Camera: Warwick Sloss 
 

Jury’s Special Prize - Lobo – The Wolf that Changed America - Brian Leith Productions (UK)  
A BBC and Thirteen/WNET New York co-production in association with PBS 
 

Golden Panda  – Life in Cold Blood, Armoured Giants - BBC Natural History Unit (UK) Co-produced with BBC Worldwide, Animal Planet & the  
Open University.           
 


